Evaluation of masses in the neck.
A mass in the neck represents a diverse number of possible pathologic conditions. The importance of obtaining a thorough history and ensuring that a complete head and neck examination is performed has been emphasized. The physician should then be able to determine if the mass is insignificant and warrants observation or significant and warrants action. Physicians must determine, to the best of their abilities, that appropriate evaluation and treatment are done for the patient. Common errors should be avoided.